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For the Methodist Protestant. . 
EXCLUSIVE METHODISTS. 


. For some years last past, there has been no end to the 
crying out of those, who consider themselves as ‘The 
Wesleyan Methodists”—the exclusively ‘‘ Wesleyan Meth- 
odists!’”? Believe them, and what should we believe? 
Not that they are the only christians in this whole 
world—for this they will not admit to be their meaning; 
but believe them, and we shall believe, that they are the 
only legitimate ‘‘Wesleyan Methodists’—and that they 
are such, in the regular order of succession—as though 
the Methodist faith, and usages, and peculiarities, were 
propagatable; or, transferable by seals patent. Let them 
think so, and say so, and Jet who may, certify that all 
the worid knows so, and what harm is done! All the 
favor which the ministers and members of our churches 
are on any account desirous of receiving, is, the privi- 
lege of being Christians. Weadmire the character and 
labors, of Jonn Wes.ry, as greatly as other people— 
and we ought to admire and imitate his charity more 
than the exclusively Wesleyan Methodists, and then, we 
shall willingly forgive their want of charity to other 
Methadists. We—the Methodist Protestants, should give 
all the glory of gifts and grace to the Divine Head of 
the Church, whether in Pavt—or—in Wesley. We 
cannot help thinking, however, that the Apostle was a 
greater christian and minister than the Methodist Re- 
former—and we are sure that Wesley thought so— 
and that any attempts to compare him with the Apostle 
to the Gentiles would have met with, in him, the utmost 
confusion of face. 

Will our exclusive Methodists permit us to be Paul- 
inians? Perhaps they have no objections, as we should 
have a name, and are forbidden to be called, ‘‘Wesleyan 
Methodists.”’ But, ‘‘Who is Paul?” Holy Apostle! thou, 
thyself, hast forbidden us to say, “I am of Paul.”” We 
will not then say we are of Wesley—we will not so tra- 
duce his principles and memory, and disgrace our holy 
calling, which is to be, Christians. Who shall quarrel 
with us because we are not of Paul, not of Wesley, but 
of CHRIST? With whom shall we quarrel, for being 
certain that they are of John Wesley? For being Epis- 
copal Methodists, and by consequence, the only ‘‘Wes- 
Jeyan Methodists” in America. When will the time 
come that christian churches shall be founded wholly 
and soleiy on the living words of the Christian Scrip- 
tures? How long shall the creeds and deeds of dead 
men be the rules of faith and practice? What a re- 
proach to the memory of the holy saints—what an in- 
sult to the Divine Head of the Church! The Bible! The 
Bible! Not John Wesley! How long shall his name be 
reproached. 

Whenever the exclusive Methodists—those who are 
the genuine ‘‘Wesleyan Methodists,” can prove that 
John Wesley’s faith, or feelings, or operations, were 
exclusive, or in other words, uncharitable, or in other 
words, sectarian, we will admit that, the exclusive, un- 
charitable and sectarian Methodists are the Wesleyan 
Methodists in name and in deed. 


Now, perhaps, it is a duty of the writer to show that 
as John Wesley was not an exclusive christian—pardon 
the solecism,—so those who are the exclusive Metho- 
dists, are not, after all their boastings, Wesleyan Metho- 
dists. Mr. Watson shall speak for the Methodist Re- 
former. ‘His rules enjoined no peculiar opinions, and 
relate entirely to moral conduct, to charitable offices, 
and the observance of the ordinances of God. Church- 
men or dissenters, walking by these rules, might become 
and remain members of these societies, provided they 
held their doctrinal views and disciplinary preposses- 
sions in peace and charity. The sole object of the union 


was to assist the members ‘to make their calling and 
election sure,’ by cultivating the religion of the heart, 
and a holy conformity to the laws of Christ.” 

What, in this extract, will first strike the eye and the 


‘|mind of a persecuting Methodist, (alas! there,are such, ) 


what will such an one first stop at, and longest pause 
upon? The “provided they held,” &c. Now, it is tri- 
umphantly asked, where are the objections to the Rule 
of the M. E. Church, to wit: “If a member of our 
church shall be clearly convicted of endeavouring to 
sow dissentions in any of our societies, by inveighing 
against either our doctrines or discipline, such person 
so offending, shall be first reproved by the senior minis- 
ter or preacher of his circuit, and if he persist in such 
pernicious practices. he shall be expelled from the 
church.”? He shall no longer be a “‘Wesleyan Metho- 
dist,”—for, as one very justly asserts, such people may 
be good christians, but they are not fit to be Methodists, 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Mr. Editor, permit me to save your readers the time 
of reading any remarks upon this Rule of the M. E 
Church, by referring them to the extracts you have given 
from Watson’s Life of Wesley in your 33rd No. ‘In 
respect of the ecclesiastical polity of the Church of 
England, Mr. Wesley was very free in his opinions.” — 
He did endeavour to sow, and he did sow, dissentions in 
that church—and he did well. Why, in one of his own 
conferences, he even assumed the right to inquire 
whether, “Episcopal, Presbyterian, or Independent, 
church-government is most agreeable to reason! 
Reason!! He decided in favor of presbyterial episcopacy. 
Of this he “‘convigts” himself, and by so doing he con- 
victs those who hog with a triple order of ministers— 
called Bishops—that they are not Wesleyan Methodists. 

Mr. Editor,—I hate exclusive Methodism, and love the 
christian spirit of original Methodism, and if any would 
know what that spirit was, Mr. Wesley shall describe 
it to them:— 

“TI subjoined,” says Mr. Wesley, ‘a short account of 
Methodism; particularly insisting on the following cir- 
cumstances. There is no other religious society under 
heaven, which requires nothing of men in order to their 
admission into it, but a desire to save their souls. Look 
all around you; you cannot be admitted into the Church, 
or among the Presbyterians, Baptists, Quakers, or any 
others, unless you hold the same opinions with them, 
and adhere to the same mode of worship. The Metho- 
dists alone, do not insist on your holding this or that 
opinion, but they thing afl let think. Neither do they 
impose any particula™mode of worship, but you may 
continue to worship in your former manner, be it what it 
may. Now! do not know any other religious society,either 
ancient or modern, wherein such liberty of conscience is 
now allowed, or has been allowed since the age of the 
apostles! Here is our glorying! And a glorying peculiar 
tous! What society shares it with us!” [See Rev'd J. 
Wesley’s Journal, May, 1788. | 

Again he says, “August, 1789, T explained to the so- 
ciety at large, the rise and nature of Methodism. And 
still aver, I have never read, or heard of, either in 
ancient or modern history, any other church which 
builds on so broad a foundation as the Methodists do; 
which requires of its members no conformity, either in 
opinions or modes of worship, but barely this one thing, 
to fear Gop and work righteousness.” 


There is no greater discovery of the depravation of 
our nature by sin, and degeneracy of our wills from 
their original rectitude, than that whereas we are so 
prone to the love of other things, and therefore do seek 
for satisfaction to our souls where it is not obtained, it 
is so hard and difficult to raise our souls upto the love of 
God. Were it not for this depravation, he would al- 
ways appear as the only suitable and satisfactory ob- 
ject unto our souls, and affections. Dr. Oren. 


ESSAYIST, 


For the Methodist Protestant 
(NUMBER V.) 


METHODIST EPISCOPAL RULERS SHOULD BE CARE- 
FULLY WATCHED BY THE LOVER OF HIS 
COUNTRY. 


‘Mr. Editor,—Why this studied departure, on the part 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, from the republican 
institutions of our highly favoured country? Are the 
principles of the New Testament opposed in whole or 
in part to the principles of civil liberty? Were they 80 
considered by primitive christians? Certainly not. And 
it argues ill, to see any religious association, no matter 
by what name it is known or called, to set up an estab- 
lishment at variance with the liberal goyernment of 
these United States. 


In proportion to the increase of the number of its 
adherents, and its resources, it exerts an influence dis- 
astrous to our liberty and happiness. As the exercise of 
religious freedom is dangerous to civil despotism, so is 
religious despotism dangerous to religious freedom.— 
Hence, every lover of civil liberty should be the warm 
and consistent defender of religious liberty. If we 
wish to see the liberal institutions of our government 
perpetuated to the latest generation, we should labour 
to bring about such a modification of church govern- 
ment, as to correspond with our civil rights; for it is an 
incontrovertible fact, that a government, formed and 
supported exclusively by ecclesiastical rulers, has afford- 
ed in times past, and to the end of time will present, a 
melancholy history of encroachments, usurpations, and 
tyranny. The depredations of a certain privileged priest- 
hood on liberty of person and of conscience, will never 
be forgotten. Who, that reads of the horrid persecutions 
in France, Spain, Italy, Great Britain, &c.&c. through the 
influence of ecclesiastical rulers, can doubt the force of 
the above principles? Is there no danger to be appre- 
hended to liberty, when an association of men, consti- 
tuting an immense and influential church, conspire to 
build up and perpetuate a government, destitute of the 
necessary checks on power; and when the great mass 
of this community are brought to such a point, that they 
not only look on, but applaud and aid ministers in de- 
priving their fellow christians of church membership, 
for opposing unlimited, checkless power. 


We take the liberty here, of introducing some views 
upon this subject, from the pen of an intelligent writer: 
(it is attributed to the Rev. Ezekiel Cooper, once a pro- 
minent actor in the great drama, but who has of late 
played a different part:) he says, ‘For more than a 
thousand years, the Christian world or church, so called, 
was a stranger to civil and religious liberty. One of the 
reasons was, that the clergy and the priests, more or less, 
have always been unfriendly to civil and religious liber- 
ty and the rights of the people. There are certain in- 
junctions, regulations, restrictions, limitations, and pri- 
vations in our Methodist Episcopal Church economy, 
(discipline, usages, and government,) which appear to 
be in opposition to our rights and privileges, as provided 
for in our civil institutions. These and some other mat- 
ters, Which might be brought forward and particularized 
more at large, are truly objectionable, and are strong in- 
dications, that we are not quite so far removed from the 
seat of the old meretricious Lady of Babylon as we would 
willingly believe ourselves, and make others and the 
world believe.” We may indeed say, in the langtage af 
this writer, (altered somewhat,) “If Wickliffe, and 
Huss, and Jerome of Prague, and Luther, and Me- 
lancthon, and Calvin, and Cranmer, and Ridley, and 


Latimer, and the glorious army of martyrs and reform- 
ers, had acted in the manner,” this writer and many of 
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METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


his friends have done, ‘‘no reformation had ever taken 
place; we should have been a Popish people, and under 
a Popish prelatical domination, to this day. It is more 
easy to fawn, and cringe, and flatter, with Erasmus, 
than to face frowning opposition, with Luther and his 
noble companions.” (‘Is thy servant a dog, that he should 
do this thing?’’) 

When any government, whether in church or state, de- 
nies the people are the source and fountain of power, it be- 
comes the imperious duty of every republican to resist 


it, and, if possible, to ridicule, and argue, and frown it 


out of existence. | 

All good civil governments contemplate the liberty, 
‘peace and welfare” of other communities, as well as 
their own. Hence they are established upon such lib- 
eral and just principles, that they “promote or secure 
the welfare” of all such as place themselves under 
their jurisdiction and protection. This is more particu- 
larly the case with our “‘civil government;” it holds out 
the most powerful motives and inducements to foreigners 
to reside amongst us; securing to them, as well as to our 
own citizens, the inalienable rights and privileges grow- 
ing out of our “mutual compact.” If this were not the 
case, and foreigners were to understand that they were 
to be placed under circumstances, unfavourable to their 
‘‘neace and welfare,”’ would they easily be persuaded to 
exchange even a bad for a worse condition? Verily not. 
Therefore, every civil government, established upon the 
basis of wisdom and virtuous principles, will not only 
‘promote or secure the peace and welfare of the com- 
munity which is included in the civil compact,” but will 
provide a suitable asylum for those ‘‘who are without 
the pales of its jurisdiction,” and present sufficient in- 
ducement to them, to place themselves under its protec- 
tion,—and to secure to themselves a participation in its 
invaluable privileges. 

Besides, it is an inccntrovertible fact, that ‘‘civil gov- 
ernments,” based upon correct and liberal principles,— 
securing a large amount of happiness to their subjects, 
and proffering advantages to the citizens of other gov-. 
ernments, will exert a salutary influence upon other 
communities. This, we have seen verified in our own 
case as arepublic. America has, by the force of ex- 
ample, inspired the countries of Europe with a love of 
liberty, and an inveterate hate to tyranny—and has 
kindled a fire which now enlightens the world, and will 
yet show it the way to freedom and happiness. Why 
should ecclesiastical differ so widely from correct civil 

lity? 

will any man deny, that all ecclesiastical as well as 
civil governments should pay suitable regard to the prin- 
ciples of justice? Is that government just, which denies 
its subjects the right of suffrage, and of a seat in its 
legislative department? Ought not every church polity 
to conform to the principles of justice, so far as to se- 
cure these rights to its members? If so, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, in depriving her members and local 
ministers of these rights, is at variance with the princi- 

les of justice,and is at war with the best interests of 
er community. 

Indeed, she has already given fearful indications of 
that kind of influence, she is calculated yet to exert upon 
the destinies of our country. Let him that hath ears to 
hear, hearken to the voice of experience, observation’ 
and matter of fact. The spirit of christianity is a spirit 
of liberty. Christianity promotes liberty of cath kind, 
civil as well as religious, among mankind. Look for a 
moment at the divine charter of Ecclesiastical liberty and 
equality, granted by Christ to his church. “Ye kno 
that the princes of the Gentiles exercise dominion over 
them; and they that are great, exercise authority upon 
them; but it shall not be so among you; but whosoever 
will be great among you, let him be your minister; and 
whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant.”? (Matt. 20, 25, 26, 27.) It is further confirm- 
ed and explained in Matt. 23,8,9,10. ‘The Jewish 


' Rabbies were called Father and Master, by their several 


disciples, whom they required to believe implicitly what 
they affirmed, without asking any further reason; and to 
obey implicitly what they enjoined, without seeking 
further authority. Our Lord, therefore, by forbidding 
us either to give or receive the title of ‘Rabbi,’ Mas- 
ter or Father, forbids us either to receive such reverence, 
or pay any such to any but God. (Wesley’s notes.) 

Oh! ye self-constituted legislators of the M.E.Church, 
when will ye obey the admonition of your Lord and 
Master; and ye members of said Church, when will ye 
no longer “be the servants of men,” but Christ’s freed 
-men! 

An aristocratical church government inevitably tends 
to corruption, and apostacy from the truth, as it is in 
Christ. Little by little will it steala march upon the 
rights of person, and liberty, until it ends in the destruc- 
tion of peace and happiness in any community. We 
shall close this part, with a striking quotation from the 


Rev. John Wesley’s Ecclesiastical History,* wherein he 
informs us of the unhappy subversion of the Churches’ 
rights, and of the dire effects which immediately follow- 
ed. He says: “In the third century and long before the 
depraving days of Constantine, the face of things be- 
gan to change in the christian church. The ancient 
method of government seemed in general, still to sub- 
sist; while by imperceptible steps it degenerated towards 
a religious monarchy: For the Bishops aspired to higher 
powers, than they formerly possessed; and not only 
violated the rights of the people, but the privileges of the 
Presbyters. This change in the form of ecclesiastical gov- 
ernment, was soon followed by vices which dishonoured the 
character of those, to whom the administration of the church 
was committed. For, though several yet continued illus- 
trious examples of christian virtue, yet many were sunk 
in voluptousness, puffed up with arrogance and ambition, 
possessed with a spirit of contention, and addicted to many 
other vices. The Bishops in many places assumed a 
princely authority; and the example of the Bishops was 
imitated by the Presbyters; who, neglecting the sacred 
duties of their stations, abandoned themselves to indo- 
lence and luxury. And the Laity trod in their steps; (so 
true is the sentiment, like priest like people;) so that, 
in the middle of this century, the main body of christians 
went as far in all ungodliness and unrighteousness, as the 
heathen themselves.” 

Thus, the venerable Wesley has shown, that unlimited 
power, vested in the clergy, will tend to enslave the 
mind and corrupt the morals of the whole community, 
until preachers and people will abandon themselves to 
all manner of evil. If at any time, this should happen 
in the M. E. Church community, (and human nature is 
the same in a Methodist as any one else,) may it not 
then aspire to set itself up as an intriguing dictator in 
civil as well as religious matters. It has often been said 
by the authorities of that Church, that judging from the 
past, their economy will at some subsequent period pre- 
vail over all other sects. Fancy to yourself such a state 
of things: A few Bishops and traveHing preachers, 
“governing themselves in religious matters, and all those 
committed to their care;” and the people implicitly fol- 
lowing their dictation, not only “in religious matters,” 
but “matters of church government and discipline.”— 
May we not then look for a return of such evils as ex- 
isted in the 12th century? VERITAS. 


*What a pity that the Book Agent in New York should 
refuse to publish this very interesting and valuable 
work, merely because it contains sentiments adverse to 
their way of doing business! 


POETRY. 


THE BURIAL OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
By the Rev. Charles Wesley, .2. M. 


‘‘When his disciples heard of it, they came and took up 
his corpse, and laid it in a tomb.” —WMark vi. 29. 


The first of saints, the Bridegroom’s friend, 
Doth thus his course of sufferings end; 

The Baptist by oppression dies; 

A headless trunk the Prophet lies, 

Till carried from his dungeon’s gloom, 

In silence, to his darker tomb. 


And can we doubt a future day, 
Which shall the patiengsajats repay? 
The day of man will soon#%e past, 
The Judge of all descend at last; 
And souls beneath the altar rise 

To brighter thrones above the skies. 


SONNET. 
“The wicked shall be turned into hell.” _ 


O let no fabled misery engage 
Thy thought, but dwell a moment on the dire 
And everlasting land of living fire! 


Since the creation’s birth, by demon-rage 
Tormented, wail and gnash their teeth, while higher 
Th’ eternal smoke ascendeth, and they tire 

With sad attempt their anguish to assuage. 


To speak such utter woe might strive in vain 

All earthly sounds of horror, grief, and pain: 
None but the language of a fiend can tell 
Aright what passes in the breast of hell, 

Where God is a consuming fire, and where 

The only refuge sought is—black despair! 
Stanmore, 1831. E. W. Brapsvrn. 


There the unpardon’d vile, of every age : 


— 


EXPERIMENTER. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
DISAPPOINTMENT, THE REWARD OF THE 
WORLDLING. 


“Lean not on earth, *twill pierce thee to the heart, 
A broken reed at best—but oft a spear 
On whose sharp point peace bleeds, and hope expires.” 


Reader, whoever thou mayst be,—art thou unha py? 
Is thy soul disquieted within thee? Has the dark cloud 
of adversity overshadowed thy path? Has the chilling 
blight of disappointment fallen heavily upon thy heart? 
Seek not for comfort or consolation in any thing, be- 
neath the throne of the great Eternal,—go to thy God 
for, ‘‘He is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in time of trouble.” 

Suffer one, who has tried the world—and has drunk 
deep of the cup of disappointment, which it ever pre- 
sents to the lips of its votaries, to warn you affectionate- 
ly, to “lean not on earth; twill” indeed “pierce thee to 
the heart.’ Sin, the deadly moral Upas, has cast its en- 
venomed shadow over the whole moral world, and what 
was once the fair paradise of God, glowing with health 
and beauty, is now a desert, bringing forth thorns and 
brambles, on whose every twig hang pain and trouble 
and sorrow and misery, and death. Oh, who, while he 
contemplates this melancholy picture, is not ready to 
exclaim with the psalmist—“Be merciful unto me, O 
God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee: 
yea in the shadow of thy wings willl make my refuge 
until these calamities be overpast.”’ 

Is there one amongst the most favoured of earth’s 
children, in whose cup has not been mingled the worm- 
wood of pain and disappointment? Is there one who 
has not been betrayed and deceived, where he most. re- 
lied for succour and consolation? Is there one who, 
even in youth, that season of joyous, buoyant feeling, 
has not felt, that 


‘Something of icy touch oft chills, 

The heart-drops of our youthful years; 
Something of withering strength oft kills 
The flowers that genius wets with tears; 
Fetters the fountain in its flow, 

Mildews the blossom in its blow, 

And breathes o’er fancy’s budding wreath, 
The clotting damps of early death.” 


All this had I known; all this had I felt, and yet my 
proud soul turned not to God, but continued to hew out 
for itself cisterns, “broken cisterns which could hold 
no water;’’—alas, for the perverseness of human nature! 

Poets and moralists have expatiated upon the in- 
destructiveness of hope; it has been said, that 


‘‘Hope springs eternal in the human breaxst;’’ 


And hence it has been assigned as the chief reason of 
our continuing to pursue happiness in the things of this 
world. For myself, I doubt the position: it is long since 
I knew, that for me, this world had little to offer; .it is 
long since I expected happiness in it; for thoughts of 
eternity began to throw darkness over the brightness of 
this earth. Wherever I wandered, the finger of imagi- 
nation seemed sketching in vivid colors those letters 
which onee unnerved the impious wassailer amidst his 
startled host,—and experience has been the Daniel to 
interpret the mysterious meaning, and fix the burning 
characters deep in my sou!! 

And yet there was, methought, a pride in battling with 
adverse fate,—a heroism in bearing up under accumu- 
lating difficulties,—and pride, uncompromising pride, 
sustained the soul in its reckless efforts. But thanks be 
to God, that, in the midst of this gross darkness, I was 
not left to wander! The glorious light of the gospel 
broke in upon the night that enveloped me. I soon 
learned that in the pleasures of religion the heart could 
assuage the pangs of disappointment; that in the active 
duties of christianity, the tedium vite would be forgot- 
ten. The blood stained banner of the cross was un- 
furled above my sinking head, and the trumpet of the 
everlasting God sent forth its soul-stirring sound, calling 
upon me to “put on the whole armour of God’ and to 
go forth to the battle as a good soldier of Christ. Here 
then found I a cause, in which the most aspiring spirit 
might delight: Here, a contest, in which all the ener- 
gies of the whole man would be brought into active and 
unceasing exertion; for great and subtle are our enemies: 
ours is a war, not with flesh and blood only, but ‘with 
principalities and powers, and spiritual wickedness in 
high places! Oh, that God may enable us all, who are 
fellow-soldiers in this contest, to ‘‘fight the good fight of 
faith,” that thus fighting, we may conquer, and having 
conquered, we may at last be admitted into the kingdom 
of his glory, and there reign with him — ge 
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For the Methodist Protestant. 
THE LORD’S SUPPER. 


To the ministers and members of the ‘Methodist Protestant 
Church.” 


Dear Brethrcn,—In these days, of the march of mind 
and cumulation of knowledge, I have felt a deep impres- 
- gion of duty, to call the reflections of my brethren in the 
ministry and membership of our church, especially, to 
some considerations connected with the above ordinance. 

By a careful perusal of our excellent Constitution and 
Discipline, I perceive, that we acknowledge ‘The Lord 
Jesus Christ, as the only Head of the church, and the 
word of God, as the sufticient rule of faith and practice, 
in all things pertaining to godliness.” It would appear 
to be a matter of some importance, that we should in all 
things, be consistent, so far as practicable, with our 
avowed sentiment in the above quotation. 

I am fully apprised of the power of preconceived 
opinions, and of the drilling influence of education and 
long continued habits. But, the antiquity of opinions 
and habits can never prove their propriety; hence the 
necessity of Methodist Reformers, or Methodist Pro- 
testants, looking well to every step of their religious 
movements; that by a careful and deliberate investiga- 
tion of truth, we may come, in reality, under the direc- 
tion and influence of Him, who has declared himself to 
be the way, the truth, and the life. The almost universal 
aberrations of professors of christianity, from this ob- 
viously correct course, have exhibited an awful specta- 
cle to wondering angels, and reflecting and considerate 
men. 

Viewing the christian world in the aggregate, we be- 
hold one half, bearing the mark of the Beast in their 
foreheads, and a large proportion of the other half, with 
a litte more modesty, bearing it, in a more concealed 
way, in their hands. Have we not, my brethren, declar- 
ed ourselves to be Methodist Protestants? And what 
have we protested against? Ministerial rule, and an ex- 
clusively clerical domination, and a monoply of all ecclesi- 
astical authority? I hope in God, this is not the extent of 
our Reform. We must never rest, until every root of 
the offensive Tyber-weeds, shall be completely eradicat- 
ed from our infant Zion. Our brethren, in the last con- 
vention, saw the evils of pagan, as well as of papal Rome; 
and have framed a Constitution and Discipline, securing 
to the Church of Christ, a complete emancipation from 
ministerial domination; and also from ministerial abomi- 
nations, with which for centuries, even some of the Pro- 
testant churches have been inundated. 

The formulas prepared for the administration of the 
Lord’s Supper, in the various churches of the christian 
world, are all of them highly spiced and strongly scent- 
ed with pagan delusions, and papal superstitions. Only 
place one eye on the “rule of our faith and practice,” 
in relation to the nature and object of this ordinance; 
and then cast the other on the rules of the various 
churches in christendom, whether Papist or Protestant, 
so called; and you will see on every page a demonstra- 
tion of the tradition of men having been substituted for 
the wordof God. Attend diligently to their consecrations, 
transubstantiations, consubstantiations, and various hypo- 
critical monkish mutations, with which they have pre- 
verted the right way of the word, and bewildered the 
minds of the humble followers of Jesus from the true in- 
tention and nature of this means of grace. In order to 
horrify the minds of christians, and fill them with super- 
stitious fear, they call it ‘The Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper.”? This when analyzed, and correctly 
understood, means literally, the holy oath of the Lord’s 
Supper! This term sacrament should be scouted with in- 
dignation, as applied to the Lord’s Supper, from the lip 
of every protestant minister and member of the church 
on earth;—from a variety of considerations. 

Ist. The term is of Pagan Origin.—It was first insti- 
tuted in pagan Rome, under the Latin phrase, sacramen- 
twin; to give solemnity to the oath administered to sol- 
diers, in swearing allegiance to their country and reign- 
ing Prince. When Pagan Rome became Papal Rome, 
under the pretensions of christianity, she gladly adopted 

this sacred term, and applied it to what are termed ‘‘the 
seven sacraments.” By which,every member of the holy 
mother is sworn so many times, to maintain faith immu- 
table to “the only true church;” and to disclaim all faith 
with heretics—especially, with seceding schismatics; all 
separating Protestants, who dare to call in question, her 
authority, or infallibility. 

This is unquestionably the view of most Protestants 
in christendom to this day, in relation to this ordinance. 
The policy of the clergy leads their flocks along in this 
delusion. Only infuse the idea into the minds of the peo- 
ple, that the consecrating prayer, and laying on of the 
hands of the ministeron the elements, impart holy virtue, 


— 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


EXAMINATOR. ol sacramental sanctity; and you are prepared to swear 


your people at the altar. I have, more than once, heard 
a Methodist minister say to his people, “‘remember, that 
in partaking of this holy sacrament, you are swearing al- 
legiance to Christ.”” He had certainly, the real pagan 
and papal view of the subject. Had I believed what he 
said, I would not have partaken of the ordinance myself, 
or assisted him in administering it to others. I cannot 
conceive, however, that the great Head of the Church, 
who has positively said to his disciples, ‘‘swear not at 
all,”” has, nevertheless, instituted an ordinance by which 
his children shall monthly swear allegiance to him! 

2d. The term is antiscriptural. If the Holy Scriptures 
be a sufficient rule, both of our faith and practice, in all 
things pertaining to godliness, let us, as Methodist Pro- 
testants, walk by the same rule, and all mind the same 
thing, according to the language of the oracles of God. 
Let us be satisfied with the terms given to us by our Di- 
vine Master and his holy Apostle; and not bedeck our- 
selves with the plumes of paganism or papalism, whether 
of Italian, or American manufacture. 

3d. It isa fearful delusion, imposed on the people, in 
relation to the ordinance; deterring thousands, through 
superstitious ideas of the sanctity of this, above any 
other means of grace, from partaking of the emblems of 
the broken body, and shed blood of their Saviour—and 
from obedience to his last and almost dying command. 

4th. It is an awful perversion of the ordinance from its 
legitimate object and end. Our blessed Saviour, in this 
institution, evidently intended to erect and establish an 
imperishable monument in his church, to perpetuate the 
memory of His death and passion on the tree, for the re- 
demption of man. Hence He took bread, and command- 
ed his disciples to take and eat: ‘This is my body;”’ that 
is, this bread, is emblematical of my body: and after- 
ward He took the wine, or the cup, saying: ‘drink ye all 
of this—this is my blood;” figuratively, emblematical of 
his blood; ‘‘which is shed for you &c. This do, as oft as ye 
shall do it in remembrance of me.” And thus, you shall 
show forth the Lord’s death till He come. Here we 
have the nature and design of the Lord’s supper ac- 
cording to the scriptures. Whatever may have been our 
preconceived opinions, or prejudices, or the influence of 
former habits, God help us to come to the light; seek 
and follow the truth; and as Methodist Protestants, to re- 
nounce the works of darkness. 

Wher the lapse of revolving years and the corroding 
tooth of time shall have brought to dust the monuments 
of marble and the busts of brass, this imperishable or- 
dinance shall remain unchanged, proclaiming from age 
to age, to successive millions of Adams apostate race— 
Jesus died for sinners—God so loved the world, that He 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him, should not perish, but have everlasting life. 


An E.per or THE M. P. Cuvurcn. 
New York, Aug. 10. 1831. 
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POETRY. 


SONG. 


Glows not thy soul with delight, 
Thrills not thy heart’s dearest string 
With rapture, as burst on thy sight 
The new-born beauties of Spring? 
Up, up at the dawn of the day; 
Up, up from thy lone wintry dreams; 
Arise from thy slumbers deep, and away 
To the hills where the morning sun beams! 


There comes a soft song from the bowers, 
There comes a glad voice from the glen, 
There comes a sweet breath from the flowers— 
Then give thanks, all ye children of men, 
To the hand which hath planted the seed 
Of each gentle young floweret we see: 
Oh! blessed the heart is indeed, 
Who in truth feels how lovely they be! 


Sweet is the lily that blows, 
And the wild flower with bells of blue; 
Sweet are the lips of the budding rose 
As they drink in the mornjng dew! 
And fair are the branches that shoot 
So rich and so fresh in our view, 
With the promise of glorious fruit, 
Where the golden stores once grew! 


Up, ye that are lightsome of limb, 
Up, ye that are merry of mood, 

Haste from your chambers all curtain’d dim, 
And away to the merry greenwood! 

There tree, rock, flower, and stream, 
Are bright to thine eyes unfurl’d, 

And the earth, and the sky, and the ocean seem 
Pure parts of an infant world! 


NO FICTION. 


From the Imperial Magazine. 
A TALE FROM THE BERMUDAS-——SOMERS ISLAND. 


These romantic emeralds on the Western Ocean, so 
far as climate is concerned, have a most Eden-like ap- 
pearance. ll is miniature beauty; far, very far, from 
the wild and natural grandeur of America. The violet 
is notmore unlike to the sturdy oak, nor the pink to the 
tall pine, nor a grain of sparkling sand to one of the 
huge Andes, than the Bermudas are to that gigantic con- 
tinent, in its majestic and boundless forests. Yet, from 
these insulated isles, we select the following tale: 


Many of the houses in the Bermudas have a little gar- 
den, the avenues to which are fringed with jessamine and 
roses. The pride of China is often planted near the 
front, and with its green and unbrageous branches, forms 
both an ornament and a cooling shade. The buildings, 
which have no taste or symmetry, are perfectly white, 
and when seen at a distance, rising in the midst of green, 
have an agreeable and pleasing appearance. Within 
the enclosure round the mansion are fig-trees, bananas, 

megranates, and in some cases, orange, shaddock, and 
imes: but human art has done little; it is the beauty of 
the climate, that chiefly makes December as pleasant as 
May. 

Beneath skies for ever blue, the fig-tree puts forth its 
lovely blossoms, and the orange and the pomegranate 
spread their swelling fruit. The balmy air is scented by 
groves of cedar, and in the fields and woods the aloe 
plant attains the full measure of its growth. The tama- 
rind tree, and mulberry, expand their dark foliage over 
the sunny scene; and the tall andslender palmeto shoots 
up in the valley, with its broad diverging leaf. But 
what is far nobler than all the tiny beauties of nature on 
these lovely islets, the fair light of truth hath shined 
with a serene ray; many a negro’s cottage has been made 
glad with the tale of the Cross, and the sweet little land- 
scapes have been rendered still more lovely by the beau- 
ties of holiness. | 


At what time the gospel was first introduced into these 
green dots on the ocean, I cannot say. Mr Whitfield 
visited them in 1744, to recover his health, and at that 
period preached with his flaming eloquence the doctrines 
of salvation by faith; and that some blessed fruit budded 
from the seed then sown, the following little incident 
will testify. 

The writer of this narrative was one day riding through 
the cedar groves, on the road that leads from Hamilton 
to St. George, with Mr. W., a merchant belonging to the 
former place, when his friend invited him to visit a low- 
ly and mean cottage in the bosom of the grove, to pray 
and converse with one of the oldest female inhabitants 
of the islands, a widow, and a christian of the New Tes- 
tament school. They entered the habitation, where all 
things within bore the impress of extreme poverty; an 
old woman, nearly seventy, was waiting upon her moth- 
er, a remnant of mortality, who was laid upon the only 
poor bed the cottage contained. The mother was be- 
tween ninety and one hundred years of age, and stone 
blind; I approached her bed, and taking hold of her with- 
ered hand, addressed her, and inquired what were her 
hopes of that solemn futurity, on the brink of which she 
seemed to totter. 

Though dark and bed-ridden, the sound of such a 
theme seemed quite familiar. ‘Christ,’ said the old wo- 
man, ‘fis my only hope; I trust, through his dear merits, 
to depart in peace, and 1 am not afraid todie. He hath 
died for me, and I can trust my soul into his blessed 
hands.” 

“When,” I asked, ‘‘did you find the knowledge of this 
Saviour, of whom you speak with such confidence?” 
“Sixty odd years ago,” said the aged believer, “‘did that 
venerable servant of God, Mr. Whitfield, visit these 
islands; and as he often stood in the open air, I, among 
others, went to hear him. He preached on that text. 
‘Wilt thou go with this man? and she said, I will go,’ 
Gen. xxiv. 58. All were silent, till a negro called out, 
‘Will none answer massa?’ My desires were drawn with 
a cord of love; his earnest address, enforced by many 
tears, melted my poor stony heart, and from that time I 
became a follower of the Lamb. Sixty years have roll- 
ed over my head since that period, but he hath been my 
comfort by day, and my songin the night season. I have 
long been a widow, but his promises have béen my sup- 
port, and I know he will not forsake me in my old age, 
and now my strength faileth.” After kneeling by the 
bed-side of the old saint, and Jeaving a blessing with the 
daughter, we resumed our ride. 

In musing upon the subject of this visit, here, thought 
I to myself, is one of God’s hidden ones; the seal of a 
faithful ministry. In the great day of final account, how 


many will be found who have received the word in the 
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love of the truth, but of whose conversion to God, the 
faithful labourer of the cross will never know in time. 


They shall, however, meet again, and shine as stars in|. 


the crown of those holy men, by whom they were gath- 
ered into the Christian fold. 

Here was one, who, having had no communion with 
the visible church, was nevertheless united to its Head; 
living by faith in the secret source of light, life, love, 
grace, and comfort, without the sanctuary, streams to 
water and fructify the good seed, not planted in the 
Lord’s house, and yet bearing fruit in old age. Here 
was a jewel unknown to the church, “the world forget- 
ting, by the world forgot.”” ‘While pampered luxury is 
straining the low thought to form unreal wants,” this pre- 
cious old saint, having nothing, yet possessed all things. 
Thus, ‘‘many a flower is born to blush unseen:” yes, but 
not “‘to waste its sweetness on the desert air.” In the 
sight of Jehovah, the gems of the east were not so pre- 
cious as this aged widow’s tears. Neither the roses of 
Damascus, nor the gardens of Hesperia, diffused half the 
fragrance of her humble prayers, which in broken ac- 
cents, interwoven with sighs, found out their way. Her 
praises were more symphonious in the divine hearing, 
than either the poetical chiming of the spheres, or the 
thrilling lyre of old Memnon, breaking the silence of the 
dawn, and saluting the first rays of the rising sun. Mines 
of gojd and silver bear no value in God’s eyes, compar- 
ed with that believing love, which, like a precious link 
in the chain of grace, bound her to the cross of Christ, 
to him her soul loved. 

How many such are scattered over the wide world, as 
roses among thorns, or lilies among weeds; but they are 
known to God in all their solitary affliction; and though 
pressed down by poverty and pain, hope in the Lord 
sheds a cheering radiance over their solitary path, and 
opens the beautiful vista of futupe glory, through the 
cross of Him who has claimed te poor as his family, 
and identified himsef with the Kumblest of his suffering 
followers. 


EVENING PRAYER, AT A GIRLS’ SCHOOL. 
By Mrs. Hemans. 


‘‘Now in thy youth, beseech of Him 
Who giveth, upbraiding not; 
That his light in thy heart become not dim, 
And his love be unforgot; 
And thy God, in the darkest of days, will be 
Greenness, and beauty, and strength to thee.” 
Bernard Barton. 


Hush! *tis a holy hour—the quiet room , 

Seems like a temple, while yon soft lamp sheds 
A faint and starry radiance, through the gloom 

And the sweet stillness, down on fair young heads, 
With all their clust’ring locks, untouch’d by care, 
And bow’d, as flowers are bow’d with night, in prayer. 


Gaze on—’tis lovely!—Childhood’s lip and cheek, 
Maing bopeath brow of thought— 
Gaze—yet wiiat seest thou in those fair, and meek, 

And fragile things, as but for sunshine wrought?— 
Thou seest what grief must nurture for the sky, 


What death must fashion for eternity! 


O joyous creatures! that will sink to rest, 
Lightly, when those pure orisons are done, 
As birds with slumber’s honey-dew opprest, 
’Midst the dim folded leaves, at set of sun, 
Lifgmp your hearts! though yet no sorrow lies 
Dark in the summer-heaven of those clear cyes. 
or 


Though fresh within your breasts the’ untroubled springs 
Of hope make melody where’er ye tread, 

And o’er your sleep bright shadows, from the wings . 
Of spirits visiting but youth, be spread— 

Yet in those flute-like voices, mingling low, 

Is woman’s tenderness—how soon her woe! 


Her look is on you—silent tears to weep, 
And patient smiles to wear through suffering’s hour, 
And sumless riches, from affection’s deep, 
To pour on broken reeds—a wasted shower! 
And to make idols, and to find them clay, 
And to bewail that worship—therefore pray! 


Her lot is on you—to be found untired, 

Watching the stars out by the bed of pain, 
With a pale cheek, and yet a brow inspired, 

And a true heart of hope, though hope be vain; 
Meekly to bear with wrong, to cheer decay, 
And O! to love through all things—therefore pray! 


And take the thought of this calm vesper time, 
With its low murmuring sound and silvery light, 


On through the dark days fading from their prime, 
As a sweet dew tokeep your souls from blight! 

Earth will forsake, O! happy to have given 

Th’ unbroken heart’s first fragrance unto heaven. 


BALTIMORE: 


- FRIDAY, AUGUST 26, 1831. 


HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF THE METHODIST 
PROTESTANT CHURCH. 


It may be inquired by some, why the Maryland Annual 
Conference has assumed the prerogative of instituting a 
general Home-Missionary Society for the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church; seeing she has no more authority than 
her sister Conferences. Wethink we can explain this 
matter satisfactorily. 

It had become very evident, that a Society of the kind 
was greatly needed, and would be highly promotive of 
the interests of our Church. Letters, moreover, were 
received from the members of other districts, during 
the sitting of our Conference in April last, warmly sug- 
gesting the propriety of its immediate institution. It 
was clearly seen, that the anticipated efficiency of the 
Society must depend on its being made general in its 
character, so as to engage the interests of the whole 
church:—for two reasons;—Ist, Missionaries, sent by the 
institution of one conference, alone, within the bounds 
of another district, might be deemed intruders, and 
would not so likely obiain that full co-operation of the 
Itinerancy, which the constitution of the society, as now 
established, is so well calculated to secure;—2nd, Sup- 
posing no difficulty on this score; it is obvious, that a 
single conference could not, unaided, raise funds suffi- 
cient to sustain missionaries beyond. the limits of its 
own district; of course would be perfectly unable to ac- 
complish the great objects of a general Society. 


The question would now arise, by whom should the first 
impulse to the Society be given? Some might answer, the 
General Conference, as in it there is a delegation, repre- 
senting the interests of the whole church. Supposing 
this true, we have only to consider how much time 
would be lost,and good injuriously deferred, by adelay of 
three years, to perceive the propriety and necessity of 
seeking for an impulsive power somewhere else, that 
might be exercised immediately. 


With these views, therefore, the Maryland Confer- 
ence, prompted by letters from abroad; considering that 
so far no sister conference had taken hold of the busi- 
ness; that the period for the meeting of the General 
Conference was yet far distant; and thinking withal that 
her situation as a central conference, peculiarly demand- 
ed her special attention to the matter,—determined to 
appoint a committee to draught a constitution for such a 
society, and thus give an impulse to it, that might be 
sustained by the encouragement of other conferences. 


In doing this, she was prompted by no motives of self- 
arrogated precedence over the other sections of our 
church, nor did she think of imposing the constitution 
peremptorily on the different conferences. To be more 
explicit, the case is simply this: a general Home-Mis- 
sionary Society was needed immediately; it was neces- 
sary to make a beginning somewhere; no conference or 
section of the church had as yet attempted any thing in 
the matter; therefore the Maryland conference made the 
first effort, relying unwaveringly for support on the effi- 
cient co-operation of every portion of our fellowship. 

Nor let it be thought, because the Conference indirectly- 


formed a constitution, that the conference instituted the 
Society. By no means. The Society is composed al- 
ready of laymen and ministers, living in Maryland and 
out of it, indiscriminately. It is not, therefore, the 
Maryland Conference Home Missionary Society, but a 
society appertaining equally to all the conferences, and 
dependent equally on all for its continued existence and 
efficiency. 

Concerning the location of the Society, or the places 
of its annual meetings, there is no provision or 
order made in the constitution; thereby leaving the pri- 
vilege of regulating these matters, to the annual mcet- 
ings. Meanwhile, every one perceives the necessity, that 
in the interim between this time and the next annual 
meeting, the location of the Society should be in Balti- 
timore, where it has just originated. 

To auxiliary Conference Societies, the constitution 
has secured every desirable privilege. Each conference 
society has the right of sending one stationed and one 
unstationed, ministerial, and two lay delegates, to the 
annual meetings of the parent Society; and, at the re- 
quest of the delegates of any two societies, present, the 
parent meeting shall vote by conference societies. By 
this regulation, all the conferences, without exception, 
are reduced to an equality of influence. 


We would not have any of our friends conclude, from 
what we have said, that we have really been met with 
objections to this Society. But, thinking the church en- 
titled to an explanation on this subject, we have en- 
deavoured to give one. 


§9-We would respectfully request the Editor of the 
“Correspondent,” to insert in his paper, an account of 
the organization of this Society, and its constitution, 
with any portion of the above remarks, he may see fit, 
or with explanatory observations of his own. 


LOUD SPEAKING, 


ing, is its inconsistency with appropriate emphasis.— 
Hence results an unpleasant monotony, the more dis- 
tressing by reason of the stunning harshness of voice, 
with which it is usually accompanied. 


The impropriety of such vociferation is sometimes 
very glaring. once heard a preacher, when attempting 
to describe the storm on lake Gennesareth and to person- 
ate Christ in commanding a calm, baw] out so violently, 
‘Peace, be still,” that one might have suspected the 
orator thought himself talking to the unmannerly waves. 
This certainly evinced a great want of taste. It is much 
more becoming, | think, to conceive of Christ, as lifting 
himself calmly from his slumbers, looking forth serenely 
upon the desolating storm, and, in the same quiet tone 
with which he would ‘deliver a moral precept to his dis- 
ciples, saying unto winds and waves, ‘Peace, be still.” 

A fault of the like kind have I observed in some, who 
have essayed to picture the resurrection of Lazarus.— 
The walls have echoed and re-echoed long and loudly 
with the boisterous exclamation, ‘‘Lazarus, come forth!” 
If ever feeble man undertake to speak the words of God, 
let him remember how indecoréus, nay profane, it is, to 
attribute to the quiet exercises of Omnipotence, the 
labouring violence of impotent humanity. Though the 
combined voices of earth’s millions may not awaken the 


slumbers of the grave, the Deity but whispers, and 
Death starts into life. 


But our loud speaker is inattentive to these things.— 
By some means or another, he contrives to work himself 
up toa wonderful pitch of excitement in the beginning 
of his harrangue; and, like a river, breaking over its 
banks and inundating with equal violence flewer and 
fruit, tree and tower, hill and dale, he bursts, at once, 
over all limits of propriety and pours forth a uniform, 
roaring flood of voice on the pathetic and sublime, soft 


and sonorous parts of his discourse. 


One of the greatest evils of inordinately loud speak- . 
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Gentle reader, if you would have a fair understanding 
of the absurdity of such a habit, be pleased to read or 
speak the following four lines, after the fashion of one 
of this class of orators;—that is, pitch your voice on 
the highest possible key, and throw into it as much 
energy, as you possess, on the first word; so continue, as 
you best can, to vociferate to the end: 

“Soft is the strain when zephyr gently blows, 

‘‘And the smooth stream, in smoother numbers, flows; 
“But, when loud surges lash the sounding shore, 

“The hoarse, rough verse should, like the billows, roar! 

How pre-eminently ridiculous must it then appear, for 
a public speaker to repeat a calm colloquy of our Sa- 
viour, such for example as that carried on by him with 
Martha, at the grave of Lazarus, in so loud and violent 
tones as to pain every listening ear. 

He, that indulges in this unvaried excess of voice, re- 
sembles an inapt painter, who, unmindful of light and 
shade, or delieacy and variety of hue, dips his pencil in 
one colour, and, with equal hand, bedaubs indiscriminate- 
ly his whole sketch. 


TEXT PREACHING, 
Beside the stiff, uncouth divisions, and unnatural con- 


nexions, sometimes arising from text-preaching, there 
proceeds from the same source another serious inconve- 
nience;—I mean, partial expositions of scriptural doc- 
trines. 

On one occasion, the preacher will take for his text, 
“This day have I set good and evil before you; choose 
ye which ye will.” Now, if he be pot very careful, he 
will, in essaying to be systematic and to keep within the 
precincts of his text, be very apt to exalt the agency of 
the creature above: that of the Creator. Thinking his 
subject to require specially the consideration of those 
abilities in man, presupposed by the exhortation, he 
will be in danger of impressing his congregation with 
the idea of exclusive, human agency, or, at least, of its 
superior importance. 

At another time, his subject may be, ‘‘Whoris exalted 
to the right hand of God, to give repentance unto Israel, 
and remission of sins.”’ Here Divine influence becomes 
his theme, to the exclusion chiefly, of man’s co-opera- 
tion; for he supposes the former to be the burden of his 
text. Hence, some of his auditors may be induced to 
entertain erroneous views of supernatural agency, and 
s0 dis-esteem human exertion, as foolishly and presump- 
tuously to expect, that the Almighty will rescue them, 
without an effort of theirown. Others will think they 
have sufficient reason to convict the preacher of plain 
contradiction, and inconsistent, unsettled views: yet all 
the while, he may have spoken the truth. What, then, 
may be his fault? He has neglected to declare the whole 
truth,—the whole counsel of God. And let it be recol- 
lected, that a partial declaration of the truth not unr 
frequently does as much injury—induces as many errors 
as a whole falsehood. Therefore is it said, ‘if any man 
shall take away from the words of this book, God shall 
take away his part out of the book of life. 

[t will now, be no diflicult matter, to accouat for two 
curious facts, many of us must have observed. A Meth- 
odist shall listen to a calvinistic preacher, and be sur- 
prised to hear sentiments, even more Arminian than 
those of his own creed; while a rigid Calvinist may 
sometimes find, in a sermon from a Methodist pulpit, an 
entertainment precisely adapted to his peculiar taste. 

The Doctrines of Christianity are so intimately con- 
nected, that it isno easy matter to discourse rationally 

upon one, without introducing to notice its correlatives. 
The preacher, indeed, in attempting so difficult an ob- 
ject, wraps both himself and his hearers in obscure un- 
certainty. As well might he tell the night-enveloped 
miner, who has never seen aught of day, but a single 
sunbeam, haply reflected on the darkness of his dwell- 


tor comprehend the splendour and feel the warmth of 
that Grand Sun of the moral world,—Christianity, by 
revealing to his darkened vision a single doctrinal ray. 
Faith and good works, Divine and human agency, 
should never be dissevered in a Scriptural exposition. 
The Almighty himself has connected them; and what he 
joins together, let no man put asunder. St. Paul’s ex- 
hortation, “‘work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God that worketh in you to will and 
do of his good pleasure,” and St. James’ expostulation, 
“show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show 
thee mine, by my works,” are in themselves compre- 
hensive sermons, and fit models, after which every 
preacher might beautifully fashion his discourses. 

Thus would he avoid leading many astray, and himself 
escape the accusation of inconsistency and contradiction. 

*,"We pretend not to disapprobate text preaching, but 
only to guard against some of its tendencies. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Really, we feel a wonderful disposition to wage a war 
of words against some of our correspondents. Whathas 
become of them? Are their brains, indeed, so complete- 
ly adusted by an August sun, that they have nota single, 
fresh, blooming, unseared idea, with which to grace our 
paper? We do hope they will be considerate; and not 
leave us, alone to bear the burden and heat of the day. 
Truly I scarce know of any thing, more refreshing, these 
sunny days, than the reception of a good, stout, able- 
bodied communication, with that beautiful cap, on its 
head, ‘‘For the Methodist Pretestant.” 

To “S.” we are, however, much indebted. Strange, 
good example should find no more followers! 


g#We are requested by Rev. John B. Goodenough, 
to state, for the information of those who may be inter- 
ested, and especially of the committee, appointed by the 
last Genesee Conference, to attend the Conference of 
the Congregational Methodists;—that this latter will 
commence its session, the first Monday in October next; 
at Boylestown, six miles from Brown’s four corners, 
Elisburgh, Jeflerson county, N.Y. The Committee will 
please wait upon Daniel Corkins or Leander Cowles, 
Elders of the Church, at that place. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
MARYLAND. 


CAMP-MEETING IN HARFORD. 
Harford Co. August loth, 1831. 


Mr. Editor,—The general prosperity of our little Zion 
in thiscircuit, and especially the gracious manifestations 
of divine love and power, which we have recently wit- 
nessed, demand our sincere gratitude and praise to God, 
for his abundant goodness and mercy. Though we have 
not, until very lately, experienced any extraordinary elf- 
fusion of the Holy Spirit, for several months, yet God 
has been with us, and we have sensibly felt his presence. 
A spirit of true piety, I believe, has prevailed among the 
people of God; and they have been ardently engaged in 
the work of their salvation, and have been growing in 
grace and in the knowledge of their Lord and Saviour. 

The Lord has becn with us, according to his promise, 
when we have met together for our spiritual edification; 


comforted and blessed, so that they have renewed their 
strength, and been enabled to mount up with wings, as 
eagles, to run and not be weary, to walk and not faint. 

We have looked with much interest and pleasure upon 
the efforts which have lately been made, by christians of 
our own and other denominations, to promote the glory 
of God in the salvation of men; and rejoice much at the 
success with which they have been attended. 

The gracious dispensations of God to our brethren 
around us, bade us to pray and expect that God would, in 
like manner, pour out his spirit upon us. Though we 
did not immediately realize our desires, yet our expecta- 
tions have not been disappointed. God has visited his 
people. The times of refreshing have come from his 
presence, and sinners have been converted to God. 


ing, to conceive of the full blaze and glory of the sun, 
rejoicing in the firmament; as attempt to make his audi- 


At our late camp-meeting, held at the old camp-ground, 
near the Calvary meeting house, which commenced on | 


his people, in waiting upon him, have been abundantly | 


Friday the Sth, and continued till Wednesday last, the 
10th. God was with us, and manifested his Willingness 
and readiness to bless and save the souls of men. From 
the commencement of our meeting, we had intimations 
of divine love, and found in our approaches to God, that 
he drew nigh unto us. 

On Sabbath morning, we were favoured with a very 
interesting discourse by Dr. Waters. While he was 
preaching, and after he had finished his discourse, a gen- 
eral solemnity prevailed throughout the numerous and 
very respectable auditory, which seemed to say, ‘The 
Lord is in this place; this is none other than the house of 
God.” After the ordinary religious exercises were 
brought to a close, several individuals came forward as 
penitents to ask the prayers of God’s people and minis-- 
ters. In the afternoon the weather became unpropiti- 
ous, and in consequence of rain, the people were driven 
to their tents to hold meeting there: and although during 
the latter part of our meeting, we could not worship in 
the public congregations at all, yet God manifested his 
saving power in the tents where his people were assem- 
bled, so that their spirits were revived, and they were 
enabled to rejoice in the conversion of precious souls. 

Many, we have no doubt, will long remember this 
meeting with joy and gratitude, because of the abundant 
goodness and mercy of God, which were there manifest- 
ed to theirsouls. Itis to be remarked, that the converts 
are composed principally of the young of both sexes. 

Thanks be to God for the unspeakable gift. O Lord 
send out thy light and thy truth! ! 

Yours in Christ, 
CHAS. W. JACOBS. 


The following is one of the numerous letters we daily 
recieve, calling for ministerial help. We hope our breth- 
ren will see more clearly than ever, the necessity of im- 
mediately organizing auxiliary Home Mission Societies, 
that the funds of the principal society may be enlarged. 
Funds we want; having them, men will not lung be lack- 
ing. . 

PENNSYLVANIA. 
Martinsburg, July 29th, 1831. 
CALL FOR MINISTERS. 


Dear Brother,—Uaving understood through the last 
number of the Methodist Protestant, that a Missionary 
Society is formed, the object of which is to support Mis- 
sionaries, while travelling under the direction of the 
board of managers, in order to form circuits and organ- 
ize societies, I thought it adviseable to address you, 
with respect to the disadvantage we labour under in this 
part of the country for the want of Ministerial aid. We 
have applied, at different times without any success; 
but, seeing that a Missionary Society is formed in Balti- 
more, we again feel a ray of hope springing up. 

1 wish you would lay our case before the society; and 
if aid is to be had, surely we need it. We are situate 
within the bounds of the Bedford circuit, and surround- 
ed by bigotry, superstition and strong prejudices. I have 
interested myself, in order to ascertain, as nearly as pos- 
sible, the number of preaching places we could have—1I 
think we are certain of ten; but | cannot say, whether a 
society could be formed at each place not. 

Yours &c. 
JOHN ROUSER. 


GEORGIA. 
Raine’s Store, Ga. Aug. 8th, 1831. 


Mr. Editor,—Waving just returned from our Annual 
Conference and Camp meeting, held in Twiggs county, 
about twenty-two miles below Macon, though I expect 
you will receive an account of the proceedings from our 
president, I send you a short detail of the most interest- 
ing particulars. 3 

Arreeably to appointment, on Friday the 29th July, 
there being fifteen delegates from the ministry, and an 
equal number of lay delegates; Conference was opened 
by reading the word of God and prayer. The business 
was conducted in great harmony, and much tranquil en- 
joyment. The preachers all received their stations and 
circuits, and seemed to be much in the spirit of the 
work. Nine preachers visited us, with a number of 
spectators, who seemed to be much gratified with the 
proceedings of conference. 

Public opinion seems to be in our favor; and I cannot 
but mention the hospitality of our friends who profess 
no religion. They erected tents and spread their tables, 
from thirty to forty feet long, which through their zeal 
for the support of our cause amidst a crowded assembly, 
were usually filled several times at each meal without 
respect of persons. I hope the good Lord will reward 


them for their kindness. 
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Forty-three joined society—upwards of twenty of | 
whom professed conversion. We adjourned on Wednes- 
day morning, 3d inst. We desire to feel thankful that 
we are still adding to our societies as fast as we have 
any reason to expect. The Lord is with the Reformers. 
By means of the influence of the light shed on the cum- 
munity by our books and your valuable paper, I hope the 
brethren will come to see that we honestly claim our 
own representation, and that not at the expense of any 
man, or setof men. Prejudice is giving way in all our 
old side brethren who love God—but some who substi- 
tute zeal for religion are becoming more bitter. Their 
case is a lamentable one. I hope my reform brethren 


will remember them at a Throne of Grace. 


Your brother Christ, 
JAMES R. LOWRY. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 


Rev. Caswell Drake has been so kind as to forward us 
the following letter: dated, 
Greensborough, Aug. 5, 1831. 


Dear Brother,—\ am now in the midst of a sort of 
Paradise, for such Greensborough in a few days has be- 
come. Politicks, trade, sectarian strife and business of 
every kind have yjelded to the peaceful prevalence of 
christian love.—Lawyers, doctors, merchants, mechan- 
icks, indeed all ranks of society flock together in the 
houses, streets and fields to rejoice about Gop and Hea- 
ven. Norcan I learn that this reformation can be refer- 
ed to any human agency; mpst of the conversions occur 
in the forests, fields, or private houses, and the people of 
their own accord group together, to pray for and with 
each other. One morning, a preceptress, on reaching 
her school room, found her pupils weeping, praying and 
shouting, as if God had been visibly present; truly it is 
his own work, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

Between 70 and 80 whites, with many colored people, 
have professed, and the work is still in progress. 

By request of the Rev. Mr. Paisly, a good old servant 
of Jesus, I tried to preach last night to an overflowing as- 
sembly, who almost all appeared either happy in God or 
panting for salvation. Oh, let thy kingdom come, bless- 
ed God, and thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven? 

Our brother Gray joined fifty odd in society on his last 
round, and pleasing revivals are breaking out in many 
portions of his work: they have about 200 members in 
Guilford circuit. 
Your brother in Christ, 

W. W. HILL. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


The following items are taken from the Correspondence 
of the American Bible Socicty. 


From the Report of the Shelby County Bible Society, Ten™ 
nessee. 


The Branch Society has reported its labors finished, 
and that every family that would admit a Bible under its 
roof, has been supplied; but that some of the aged fathers 
would not allow this best of books a place in their 
houses. They have reported some extraordinary facts, 
of the destitution that existed in some families. A mar- 
ried lady, who had lived to be a mother had never heard 
of a Bible wntil the book was presented to her by the Distri- 
buter, which filled her with astonishment! Another lady 
was requested to buy a Bible; and after hearing a few 
posers read she said, she believed her husband hada 

ok which told a part of the same story, butshe thought 
that it was a dictionary. 

The visiter was also informed of a man who had lived 
to be thirty-five years of age, and had never heard a ser- 
mon preached until last fall. 


From the Morgan County Bible Society, Illinois. 


At a meeting held last fall for the purpose of hearing 
the reports of these Agents, a great many facts were re- 
lated, which plainly showed that this labor had not been 
performed in vain. Although all those who were ap- 
pointed did not attend the meeting, yet the society had 
abundant cause to be grateful to Him in whose cause 
they had been employed. Many were found who re- 
joiced in having once more in their possession a Book of 
which they had been long deprived, and the value of 
which they seemed duly toappreciate. While this class 
was found to be numerous, yet it is a melancholy fact, that 
some were found who, being unacquainted with the con- 
tents of this sacred volume, manifested little disposition 
to receive iton any terms. Many families were found 
where none of the members could read. It will be al- 
most incredible when the fact is stated, but it is never- 


theless a fact, that in a few instances, men professing to 
be preachers of the Gospel were found destitute of the sacred 
Oracles! All but two of the reports have been received. 
Since the last meeting we have heard verbally from one 
of these gentlemen, who informs us that the work in his 
district has been performed. The other remaining dis- 
trict has, with the exception of sixteen families, been 
supplied: these would have received their Bibles had 
not the severity of the winter prevented. 


From the Report of the Oswego County Bible Society, New 


York. 


Our labor, brethren, in distributing the Scriptures to 
the destitute, has not been in vain. We have been dif- 
fusing abroad, not the fictions, or fables, or inventions of 
men, but the sure testimony of God We have given a 
wider currency, not to the peculiarities of a particular 
sect or party; but the pure Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We have furnished the unadulterated bread and 
water of life to more than one thousand families, and to 
numerous individuals and Sabbath scholars; and have 
reason to believe that in case not a few, it has been 
made the power of God unto salvation. Such a belief 
we are authorized to cherish, both by the promises and 
providences of God. God has said that his word shall 
not return void, but shall prosper in the thing whereunto 
he sends it—the salvation of souls: and his providence 
confirms his promise. Wherever his word is attentively 
read and heard, we see that a restoring, reforming, and 
sanctifying influence attends it. 

A short extract from the late report of our agents will 
serve to illustrate the truth of this remark, and show the 
utility of Bible Soeieties in distributing the Scriptures. 
“Three years ago, Bibles were deposited in the hands of 
of Mr. B——, of Amboy, with a request that he would 
search out and supply all the destitute in his district. 
One family was found destitute, which manifested the 
most shocking indifference to this richest of heaven’s 
gifts. The man being untaught, the woman was inquired 
of if she wished to procure a Bible. She replied that 
she wanted a broom more than she wanted a Bible! The 
Bible was however left with their little boy. The wo- 
man could not remain contented to neglect the Bible al- 
tegether, but oare was taken not to be detected in read- 
ing it. At length its contents were hopefully blest to the 
good of the family. A few weeks since, her husband 
was rejoicing in hope, and she herself weighed down un- 
der a sense of her undone condition, searching her Bible 
to find if there was any hope in her case.” Other cases, 
no less interesting, doubtless the recérds of eternity will 
will disclose. 


From the Report of the Waldo County Bible Society, Maine. 


In the absence of the word of God, it has been found 
that infidelity extensively prevails. In some cases the 
doctrine of future punishment is denied; in others the 
ancient theory of the transmigration of souls is adopted 
—in others, a most frigid indifference is manifested to- 
ward the Bible, and it is viewed as possessing no more 
authority, and no more value than any other book. 

In many cases, however, the Bible is received with 
lively gratitude, and is prized as the book of books, the 
guide to heaven and happiness. On this subject, one of 
your Agents shall tell his own story. In his report he 
says: 

“Through the four weeks which I spent for the Socie- 
ty, I was cheerfully employed and gratefully received by 
the people whom I visited. The ignorance and destitu- 
tion of a great part of the population, was truly aston- 
ishing and deplorable. I believe that no Christian, wit- 
nessing such scenes as I beheld, could refrain from tears, 
and he would be compelled to exclaim, ‘‘darkness covers 
the land, and gross darkness the people;’’ and if he had 
any “bowels of mercies” his prayer would be, ‘‘that the 
Lord would arise and shine” —feeling that all he possess- 
ed was consecrated to the Lord, and ready to be offered. 
I found many families entirely destitute of the word of 


life, who had formerly been accustomed to read the, 


blessed treasure. Many times on inquiring if they wished 
to purchase a Bible, they would answer no! I would 
then ask them if they had a Bible. They would answer 
yes—and On requesting to see it, they would seem to 
hesitate, and say, perhaps, that it was worn out, that they 
had but a few leaves—or that it was only the Testament. 
Many times they could not find a single leaf of the Bible, 
which they told me they had in their house. And inquir- 
ing, how long since they had seen their poor mutilated 
book, not unfrequently the answer was, “four or five 
years since a vestige of it had been seen.”” Then press- 
ing them to buy, they would plead poverty. But in al- 
most all cases, they were anxious to possess it, and were 
willing to promise payment by and by! In one case, after 


}conversing a while, I asked the poor woman to take a 


Bible and see if she could find any thing that she remem- 
bered having seen. She took the book, and after read- 
ing parts of a number of chapters, she pressed the book to 
her bosom, saying, ‘‘she could never part with it”—she 
remembered having read the same before. She then 
went to her drawers, and took a quarter of a dollar and 
said, that this was all the money that she had, and that 
she had reserved this to defray her expenses on going to 
visit her mother, whom she had not seen for five years, 


she could collect it. I mention this as one case amon 
mary, that encourages the Christian to give. 

In almost every case where a family is destitute of the 
Bible they are intemperate—and I found not a case were 
the family were unable to purchase, but that they were 
grossly intemperate. In such cases our principal hope is 
in saving the children. Among them there was an un- 
expected desire for reading the Bible. 

Called to a house which was occupied by two families, 
only one was at home. This family had a Bible. But the 
woman informed me, that the family that was absent had 
no Bible; that they were poor, not able to purchase; IL in- 
quired the name, and left a Bible. I was told, the next 
day, by a young man present on their return, that the 
man, who was an illiterate Irishman, not able to read a 
word, was so pleased with his Bible that he held it in his 
hand all the while the woman was getting tea, and on 
sitting down to their pittance, the Bible was laid by the 
side of his plate. The remainder of the evening was 
spent by the woman’s reading the Bible, to the deeply at- 
tentive man. On retiring to bed the blessed volume was 
placed under his head. I might write sheets over with 
such like anecdotes. But whether they would be of any 
value to you I know not.” 


NARRATOR. 


PROVIDENTIAL INTERPOSITION. 


“The eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, up- 
on them that hope in his mercy; to deliver their soul 
from death, and to keep them alive in famine.”” The 
truth of this scripture was lately happily experienced 
by a good woman, who, but a few years since, became a 
‘follower of them who through faith and patience inherit 
the promises.” 

In consequence of the failure of their business, she, 
with her husband and child, was brought so low, as to 
be indebted to a relation for shelter in his house, until 
some employmeut could be obtained. The first situation 
that offered was accepted, although the remuneration 
was but small. Having no longer the means of pursuing 
his former recreations, the husband had time for serious 
thought and refleetion; an awful sense of his responsibility 
to God for benefits received and unimproved weighed 
heavily upon him: he saw the power of religion exem- 
plified in the conduct‘of his wife; and he began, in the 
use of the means of grace, to seek after the same bless- 
ing. At this time he was applied to for payment of a 
debt, incurred chiefly on his account, by the relation in 
whose house he had found an asylum: he objected to pay 
it, urging as a reason the smallness of his income: he 
was answered, that as he must be aware that the debt 
was incurred on his account, it was his duty to pay it; but 
to accommodate him, the creditor proposed to take the 
sum by instalments. The word duty, in his new state of 
feeling, was imperative: and although the instalment pro- 
posed was one-fifth of his salary, he appointed the credi- 
tor to call for it on the next pay-day. When he inform- 
ed his wife of this arrangement she burst into tears, for 
her child was sick, and the wants of sickness increased 
their expenses; but when her husband added that he had 
acted from a sense of duly, she acquiesced with thankful- 
ness. The day came, and the instalment was paid; but 
when he was about to leave the office at night, he was 
recalled by the principal clerk, who told him that his 
employer did not think his salary to be equivalent to his 
services, and had ordered it to be increased one-fifth, 
which was then paid him: this was exactly the amount 
which he had from a sense of duty to God, paid that day 
to his creditor. 

To a child of God who for many years has had con- 


}tinual and abundant proof of the tender mercies of his 


heavenly Father, this providential coincidence would 
not have been surprising; but the young man was exceed- 
ingly affected by it; it led him to look from man to God; 
and it awakened in his heart the most intense feelings of 
gratitude, awe, and reverence. From henceforth the 
husband and wife endeavoured to walk togethePin the 
commandment and ordinances of the Lord. 

Still many debts, contracted while they were in busi- 
ness, remained to be discharged; and although the wife 
worked day and night at her needle, and they used the 
greatest self-denial in their food and clothing, with all 


their exertion and privation they began to fear that they 


promising to pay the Society the remainder ape — 
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should not be able to keep the command which says, 
“Owe no man any thing.” In conversation with a reli- 
gious friend, the wife spoke of this as a heavy burden 
both to herself and her husband: she was advised to make 
it a subject of earnest prayer, that God would be pleased 
to enable them to show their love to their Saviour, by 
keeping his commandments. She was reminded of that 
scripture, ‘‘Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name, he will give it you;” that to a sincere seeker of 
salvation, all things necessary for life and godliness are 
promised; and that God will be inquired of, to fulfil his 
promises. A few weeks after this conversation this 
ood woman informed her friend, (with tears of gratitude 
to God,) that she had followed the advice given; that the 
answer had far exceeded what she had asked; and the 
help had come from a quarter the most unexpected. 

A year or two before this time, when in great distress, 
she had written to a person who had married a relation, 
to request the loan of a small sum of money; but as the 
relation had been dead many years, and from the dis- 
tance little communieation had been held with the sur- 
vivor, she was not surprised that to this request she 
never received an answer: but to her great astonishment 
she had within a few days received a letter from the 
same person, in which he informed her, that for a long 
time her name had been in his will to receive a certain 
sum of money after his decease; but he had lately thought 
it would be better to send her the money now; and he had 
therefore enclosed bank notes in the letter, amounting to 
the sum mentioned in the will, only deducting the lega- 
cy duty, which she must have paid if she had received it 
after his death, and therefore it could not be considered 
a loss to her. 

This sum was sufficient to pay their debts, and put 
them in a way of business, which, by the blessing of God, 
will afford them the comforts as well as the necessaries 
of life, and the great luxury of giving. 

“‘Whoso is wise and will observe these things, even 
they shall understand the loving kindness of the Lord.” 

Wesleyan Mag. 


From the Youth's Guide. 


THE POWER OF CONSCIENCE. 


Thirty-six years ago, Mr. ——, an attorney at ——, 
was a scholar in the Free Grammar School at ——, which 
was taught bv the Rev. , and boarded at the parson- 
age. I was then a fellow-scholar; but my parents being 
in humble circumstances, I was obliged to leave the 
school, for the purpose of learning the trade of my 
father, and of earning an honest livelihood, some years 
before my companion had finished his education. After 
my friend left the school, our intercourse with each 
other ceased; but we lived in the grateful recollection of 
days that were past, and that were to return no more. 
It was not until after the lapse of thirty-two years, that, 
one evening as I was passing along a certain street in ——, 
I met a venerable looking gentleman, and thought that 
I recognised the features of an old: friend. Looking 
earnestly at his countenance, I felt persuaded that this 
must be my old school-fellow. I stepped up to him, beg- 
ged his pardon for the liberty I was about to take, and 
asked him if his name was not ——-; to which he an- 
swered in the affirmative; and then with joy I exclaimed, 
“My name is ——.”” At this, old recollections revived; 
hand squeezed hand, and affection met affection; our pul- 
ses beat in unison with each other; and the words, “‘I 
am glad to see you,’’ were frequently exchanged between 
us. Our conversation turned on the days of our youth: 
but before we had long conversed together, my friend 
very seriously said, ‘I have something to mention to you, 
which, in the reflective moments of my past life has al- 
ways been to me asource of sorrow. If you will inform 
me where you live, I will call upon you to-morrow; and 
then we will talk about our youthful days and adven- 
tures.” 

On the day following, my friend paid me his promised 
visit; and after conversing on several subjects of a plea- 
surable sort, he communicated to me the cause of his 
sorrow. ‘‘About thirty-four years since,” said he, ‘“‘Mr. 
——, the son of my master, coming to see his parents, we 
agreed to amuse ourselves in trying toshoot. Returning 
home in the evening, disappointed in our expectations, 
as we were crossing the new bridge, we saw four or five 
ducks a litle above it, belonging to your father; and in 
my foolishness I exclaimed, ‘Here’s a fine shot; and im- 
mediately fired at them, and killed two. We then pro- 
ceeded home, and related the circumstance to the Rev. 
Gentleman and his lady, who interrogated us respecting 
the ducks which I had shot. To which I answered, ‘We 

have left them dead in the water, a little above the 
bridge.’ Iwas strickly charged, as soon as it was suffi- 
ciently dark, to go and fetch them. I did so, and was 
ordered to take them up into the garret, where they 


ing from church, we all dined on them, enjoying our- 


selves at the expense of a poor industrious man. On this 
subject I have often sorrowfully reflected; and frequently 
purposed, and wished for an opportunity, to make resti- 
tution: but never before now was I so highly favoured; 
and I will most assuredly perform what I have so repeat- 
edly determined.” To this I replied, ‘The statement 
you have made brings to my recollection the loss of the 
ducks; and your frank acknowledgment of the truth, I 
consider an ample restitution for the injury my father 
sustained by your juvenile indiscretion.”” He added, “I 
shall not feel comfortable, unless I make restitution.” 
I said, “‘My father and mother are dead.” He replied, 
“IT will give the money to you, as I feel it is my duty;” 
presenting me with a note, thus inscribed, ‘‘Value of the 
ducks, and thirty-two years compound interest, 13s. 4d;” 
which sum he paid down, rejoicing that he had an op- 
portunity of relieving his mind. It is two years since 
this was done. The subject has not been forgotten; and 
the fact is now made public, that others who have acted 
in a Similar way‘ may “‘go and dolikewise.”” The prin- 
ciples of strict justice between man and man ought to be 
sacredly maintained; and if in any instance they have 
been violated, restitution ought to be conscientiously 
made. The lapse of years can never cancel that obli- 
gation. 


OBSERVER. 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


[As the effect of the Reform in Parliament upon the 
Church of England, is a subject of considerable im- 
portance, even in this country, we copy the following 
View of Public Affairs, from the Christian Observer.— 
Ed. Mus. 


We pass over the Foreign Intelligence of the month; 
such as the still unsettled state of Belgium; the dissolt- 
tion of the French Chambers; the quelling of the popu- 
lar effervescence in Italy by the Austrian armies; and 
the important successes of the Poles over the Russians, 
a prelude, we should trust, to the expulsion of the in- 
vader, and the rescue of Poland from an unjust and ty- 
rannical foreign yoke—to address ourselves to that 
which constitutes the most important subject of anxious 
thought at the present moment, the extraordinary state 
of our own beloved country. 

Our remarks shall, however, be few; for though we 
had intended to redeem our pledge of examining what 
appeared to us the prominent aspects of the Reform 
Bill, in reference to its probable moral and religious 
bearings—(topics eminently important, but too little 
heeded within the walls of Parliament)—we shall be 
able to find a more calm and seasonable occasion for 
such an inquiry than the present crisis of feverish ex- 
citement, which every Christian, every lover of his 
country, would wish rather to allay than to foment. It 
appears to us that both the friends of this measure and 
its opporfents are justly censurable for the spirit in 
which—we speak of course of the more warm partizans 
on either side—they have conducted their warfare; and 
it is well if the result is not to alienate the minds of the 
people from public men of all classes, and to lead them 
to view politics as a mere party trade for selfish inter- 
ests, and not for the national welfare. We know not 
whether most to blame--the unblushing advocacy of 
bribery, corruption, and the whole profligate and venal 
system of what is called “borougmongering;” or those 
inflammatory appeals to popular passions, just to gain 
this question, which have set the whole nation in a fer- 
ment and opened a way, we fear, to future demands, 
which cannot, and ought not to be, complied with. The 
newspapers have been encouraged to minister daily ali- 
ment toa depraved appetite. Nothing has been heard 
of but jobs, sinecures, enormous salaries, and over-taxa- 
tion; till the multitude have been maddened into politi- 
cal reformers; buoyed up with the delusive hope that 
nothing is wanting but a repeal of these grievances to 
render us all wise, virtuous, wealthy and happy. There 
has been, lamentably, too much of such hollow, paltry 
trickery on both sides; and we fear that all will hereaf- 
ter suffer for it; from the feelings of popular odium and 
contempt which have been generated in regard to our 
Houses of Parliament, Lords as well as Commons, and 
to all our public institution, destroying that honest, 
manly confidence, which is no feeble guarantee for pub- 
lic honour and good conduct. 

The immediate cause of the abandonment of the Re- 
form Bill by Government, which was followed by the 
dissolution of Parliament, was the majority (two hun- 
dred ninety-nine to two hundred ninety-one) gained by 
the Opposition, on General Gascoyne’s proposition, that 
it was not expedient to diminish the number of members 


were dressed; and on the following Sabbath, after return- 


| for England and Wales—thus damaging the bill beyond 
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reparation; which was followed by another majority 
against Ministers for an adjournment of the House on a 
night when a portion of the supplies was to have been 
voted. The king, to shew his determination to support 
his ministers and the Reform Bill, prorogued Parliament 
in person, delivering a speech expressive of his determi- 
nation to appeal to the country. That he had a consti- 
tutional right to act thus, is by none denied; and as little 
can it be doubted, that, as Ministers had pledged them- 
selves to stand or fall by the measure, they could not, 
after all that had occurred, do otherwise than advise his 
Majesty to exercise his prerogative. The Opposition do 
not seem to have been fully prepared for this alterna- 
tive. It had been currently reported that the King had 
been induced to waver; and Ministers also, it was said, 
would be constrained to make many important conces- 
sions in the details of the Bill, rather than risk a disso- 
lution. But the die was cast: it was clear that the Bill, 
in any thing like its present form, could not be got 
through Parliament, and Ministers determined to throw 
themselves upon the country. The result remains to be 
seen. If measured by popular feeling, their majority in 
the new elections would be very large; but as much of 
the main strength of the House of Commons lies at pre- 
sent in the hands of the very persons who are most in- 
terested in opposing the projected measure, powerful 
efforts will be made to diminish it. There seems, how- 
ever, little reason to.doubt that Government will, upon 
the whole, gain such a majority as will send their Bill 
to take its trial with some strength in the House of 
Lords. Should it stop there, with the King, the Com- 
mons, and the numerical majority of the public in its 
favour, the results might be very serious. 

We forbear, as before stated, entering at present upon 
the merits or demerits of the Bill; but we must offer a 
few words in reply to some of our correspondents, who 
have put the question to us, How would a Reformed 
Parliament affect the interests of the Established Church? 
We should have less hesitation in offering in reply the 
most favorable opinion, if the Established Church were 
in that state of spiritual efficiency which would com- 
mand to a due extent the affections and suffrages of the 
people. But this is at present deplorably not the case; 
and much of the evil, we must honestly add, has arisen 
from a corrupt state of Parliament. Take only, as an 
illustration, the distribution of patronage. On whom 
have government livings and posts of ecclesiastical dig- 
nity and emolument been currently bestowed? Not by 
any means of necessity on the worthiest candidates, but 
on those who possessed the strongest parliamentary in- 
terest. It is true that many excellent men have been 
thus promoted, but their excellence was not their direct 
claim; professional decency of character might usually 
be requisite, for the sake of public opinion, but beyond 
that nothing was required: it was not asked whether the 
individual was really a man of God; one who had deter- 
mined to know nothing among men but Jesus Christ 
and him crucified, and to spend and be spent for the 
souls of his people. Pluralities and non-residence, also, 
have been nourished by the corruptions of Parliament; 
for a legislature honestly anxious for the public welfare 
(even supposing its members not religious) would not 
have allowed, for the sake of cumulating preferments, 
that wretched system, which degrades and disgraces the 
Church. But the venal interest that made and kept 
Parliament corrupt, found one of its richest returns in 
Church patronage; for it was hard indeed if a man who 
could oblige Government could not provide for a cleri- 
cal friend beyond the worth of a single benefice incum- 
bered with residence. These abuses have well-nigh 
ruined the Church in popular estimation; and one such 
instance as that which has been retailed for the last few 
weeks, of the rapacity of the Bishop of Ely (we see not 
why we should not allude to the name, as it has been 
before Parliament,) does more to injure the Church in 
the public feeling as an engine of spiritual utility, and 
to prepare the way for the confiscation of its temporal 
revenues, than the worst Parliamentary Reform Bill that 
its greatest enemy could devise. 


Our view, then, is, that under a Reformed Parliament 
the administration of our national ecclesiastical estab- 
lishment will undergo a severe ordeal; but that the issue 
will be, if the clergy are faithful to their high trust, to 
make it more popular, more spiritual, and more useful. 
It may come to be less looked to as a sinecure provi- 
sion for young men who have no taste for its duties; 
but we think too highly of the claims of our Church, 
and its powerful hold upon the best affections of the 
country, to fear that a Parliament chosen by the large 
majority of respectable housekeepers would wish for 
more than its rectification, or would plot its extinction. 
If it did, it would be the clergy themselves who were 
chiefly to blame; for wherever there is a pious, zealous, 
and affectionate pastor, the Church, we are persuaded, 
is in no danger: rather do the people wish to build new 
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churches and provide for additional ministers where 
wanted, and they are greatly alienated from the na- 
tional communion by not being allowed todoso. The 
people ask to have a pious, active, resident, fairly-paid 
clergyman in every parish: but such a system would 
ruin the expectations of those who view the Church 
only as an instrument of lucre. Beyond this, we see no 
direct danger except (and a fearful exception is it!) 
what springs from the temper of the times, whatever 
may be the system of Government or Parliament; and 
from the effect of those abuses in the Church which 
have alienated many of the people, and rendered them 
open to the arts of political declaimers and interested 
impugners of tithes. But this danger would be increas- 
ed, not lessened, by a continuance, instead of a correc- 
tion, of the existing evils; and, to speak the plain truth, 
we should less dread open opposition than the interest- 
ed support which views religion only as an instrument 
of temporal advantage. If you do away with the Bo- 
rough-influence system, it is said, and give large bodies 
of the public a voice, you will ruin the Church; for it 
stands by private influence. Its clerical and impro- 
priated tithes being bound up together, the efforts of 
those who hold the latter are exerted in favour of the 
former; and the better payment the Church can offer by 
sinecures and cumulation for the exertion of political 
power, the more sure is it to retain that power in its fa- 
vour. In all this not one word is said of religion; of 
the unbought affections of the public; of that power 
which the Church ought to possess, as a spiritual bless- 
ing to the country; and this is, in our view, afar stronger 
safeguard than that interested support which thinks 
only of loaves and fishes, and nothing of the souls of 
men. 


POETRY. 


THE NEGLECTED CHILD. 
By H. Bayley, Esq. 

I never was a favourite, 
My mother never smiled 

On me, with half the tenderness 
That bless’d her fairer child: 

I’ve seen her kiss my sister’s cheek 
While fondled on her knee, 

I’ve turn’d away to hide my tears,— 
There was nc kiss for me. 


And yet I strove to please, with all 
My little store of sense; 
I strove to please, and infancy 
Can rarely give offence: __ 
But when my artless efforts met 
A cold ungentle cheek, 
I did not dare to throw myself 
In tears upon her neck. 


How blessed are the beautiful! 
Love watches o’er their birth; 
O Beauty! in my nursery 
I learn’d to know thy worth; 
For even there, I often felt 
Forsaken and forlorn, | 
And wish’d—for others wish’d it too— 
I never had been born. 


I’m sure I was affectionate, 
But in my sister’s face 

There was a look of love that claim’d 
A smile or an embrace; 

But when I raised my lip, to meet 
The pressure children prize, 

None knew the feelings of my heart, 
They spoke not in my eyes. 


But, O! that heart too keenly felt 
The anguish of neglect; 

I saw my sister’s lovely form 
With gems and roses deck’d: 

I did not covet them, but oft, 
When wantonly reproved, 

1 envied her the 
Of being so beloved. 


But soon a time of triumph came, 
A time of sorrow too; 

For sickness o’er my sister’s form 
Her venom’d mantle threw; 

The features once so beautiful, 
Now wore the hue of death, 

And former friends shrank fearfully 
From her infected breath. 


’Twas then unwearid, day and night, 
I watch’d beside her bed, 

And fearlessly upon my breast 
I pillow’d her poor head; 

She lived, she loved me for my care, 
My grief was at an end; 

I was a lonely being once, 
But now I have a friend! 


From Fraser’s Magazine. 
CHURCH MUSIC, 
‘All the train 
Sang Hallelujah, as the sound of seas.”°—Mi.ton. 


Again! oh, send those anthem-notes again! 
Thro’ the arch’d roof in triumph to the sky! 
Bid the old tombs give echoes to the strain, 
The banners tremble, as with victory! 


Sing them once more!—they waft my soul away, 
High where no shadow of the past is thrown; 
No earthly passion, thro’ th’ exulting lay, 
Breathes mournfully one haunting under-tone. 


All is of Heaven!—yet wherefore to mine eye, 
Gush the quick tears unbidden from their source, 
E’én while the waves of that strong harmony, 
Sweep with my spirit on their sounding course? 


Wherefore must rapture its full tide reveal, | 
Thus by the signs betokening sorrows power? 
—Oh! is it not, that humbly we may feel 
Our nature’s limits in its proudest hour! 


SCIENTIFIC CONGRESS. 
Preparations have been making for some time, with the 
view of assembling in York, as the most central place, a 
number of scientific and philo-scientific gentlemen, from 
different parts of the united kingdom.* The immediate 
object is, we believe, to establish a regular triennial 
meeting, at which French and German savans may also 
be induced to attend. It is manifest that the intercourse 
which would thus take place between the most enlight- 
ened minds of the most civilized countries in Europe, 
would be likely to lead to consequences of the most im- 
portant character, connected with the progress of knowl- 
edge. Differences in matters of doctrine might be ex- 
plained and reconciled, discoveries communicated and 
improved, new enquiries instituted, and entrusted to 
those best able to conduct them, rewards proposed, and 
other measures adopted, for the encouragement of science, 
which is at present held in too little esteem by our gov- 
ernment. We shall observe the operations of this Pan- 
hellenium with the most lively interest. We may mention, 
as a circumstance worthy of notice, that the society of 
of German scientific men, which is now what may be tru- 
ly called a great national congregation, and which mon- 
archs emulate each other in honouring, was, at its com- 
mencement, just nine years ago, an association merely of 
twenty persons. Even these met almost in secret; they 
were openly opposed and secretly watched by certain of 
the continental governments: their meetings were limited 
to a few cities, and they were confoufded with political 
associations. The German society owes its origin to Pro- 
fessor Oken, now professor of physiology at Munich. 
Scientific persons, who propose to attend the meeting at 
York, are requested to communicate their intention to 
John Robinson, Esq. secretary to the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh. 


ZEAL. 

The river that runs slow and creeps by the banks, and 
begs leave of every turf to let it pass, is drawn into 
little hollownesses, and spreads itself in smaller por- 
tions, and dies with diversion; but when it runs with 


| vigorousness, and a full stream, and breaks down every 


obstacle, making it even as its own brow, it stays not to 
be tempted with little avocations, and to creep into 


| holes, but runs into the sea through full and useful chan- 


nels: so 18 a man’s prayer; if. it moves upon the feet of 
an abated appetite, it wanders into the society of every 
trifling accident, and stays at the corners of the fancy, 
and talks with every object it meets, and cannot arrive 
at heaven; but when it is carried upon the wings of pas- 
sion and strong desires, a swift motion and a hungry ap- 
petite, it passes on through all the intermedial regions 
of clouds, and stays not ti}l it dwells at the foot of the 


throne, where mercy sits, and thence sends holy showers 
of refreshments.—Jeremy Taylor. 
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BOOKSELLER, BALTIMORE, 
Has just Published, 
AN EXPOSITION OF THE LATE CONTROVERSY IN THE 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 
By the Rev. Samuel K. Jennings, M. D. 


This work, forming about 250 pages octavo, hand- 
somely printed on superfine medium paper, furnishes the 
most striking principles and facts involved in the contro- 
versy; from which it will be seen, that piety unques- 
tionable, and character the most unexceptionable, form 
no safe-guard from violence to any respectzble minority 
of the ministers and members of the Methodist. Episeo- 
pal Church, when said minority shall be found labouring 
with unshrinking fidelity and perseverance to inquire 
into, argue out, and demonstrate the monopoly of the 
itinerant ministers of the said Church, in holding, with 
death-like grasp, all the Jegislative, judicial, and execu- 
tive power, to the entire exclusion of all the local min- 
isters and all the members of the Church. 

We say this work will be found an important expose 
of ‘the Deeds and Doings” of the Jovers of ministerial 
monopoly against their brethren of liberal views, by 
which they planned and executed the unrighteous pur- 
pose of eXcommunicating their brethren, for exercising 
the sacred right of the liberty of the press, to obtain 
representation for the members in the Jegislative depart- 
ment of the Church. 

Price, sewed in handsome paper, per copy, 75 cents— 
in neat boards, 87 cts,—full bound, $1 25 per copy. 12, 
and not more than 25 copies, 20 per cent—above 25 co- 
pies, 25 per cent. A proportion of the profits will be 


appropriated to the Book fund of the Methodist Pro- 
testant Church. 


As the Edition will not, from present appearances, 
be sufficient for all the orders, those who reside at a 
distance ought to send their orders forthwith, stating 
the number of copies required for their respective 
places and neighborhoods, with specific directions how 
to be addressed and sent. 
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